
Monroe John Bittner
February 12, 1933 - May 23, 2013

Monroe John Bittner was born on February 12, 1933 in Lee County, Texas to
Alvin & Wilhelmine “Minnie” (Schultz) Bittner. He was baptized on March 4,
1933 by Rev. C. Durrow and confirmed on March 30, 1947 by Rev. Herbert
Hartfield at Christ Lutheran Church in Loebau, Texas. His Confirmation verse
was “Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown for life"
(Revelations 2:10). Monroe was united in marriage to Bernice Goerlitz on
February 9, 1957 at Martin Luther Lutheran Church in Giddings by Rev. Fred
Mgebroff. Their marriage was blessed with two children, Larry & Cathy.
Monroe was drafted when he was eighteen years old and was in the Army
from 1953 to 1955. He trained in San Antonio and then at Fort Ord in
California. He was trained in the Army to build telephone lines and served in
Toledo, New Mexico for 60 days and then he went to White Sand, New
Mexico. Monroe went to work for LCRA in 1957, which later become known as
Bluebonnet Electric where he retired at the age of 60. He enjoyed the people
he had worked with. He was an active member of Martin Luther Lutheran
Church in Giddings where he served as an usher and on the church council.
He was also a former director of the Giddings Sons of Herman Lodge #54 and
a former member of the Ledbetter Volunteer Fire Department. He played fast-
pitch softball and was a member of the Loebau and LCRA teams. Monroe
enjoyed fishing, hunting, camping, playing dominoes, gardening, working
cattle at his farm and sitting at the railroad tracks watching the trains. Most of
all, he looked forward to spending time with his family, especially his children,



grandchildren and great grandson. Monroe passed away the evening of
Thursday, May 23, 2013 at his home in Giddings. He was preceded in death
by his parents, Alvin & Minnie Bittner; his parents-in-law, Clemons & Julia
Goerlitz; his sisters, Frieda Fritsche & her husband, Gilbert, Bernice Friedrich
& her husband, Milton, Florence Fischer & her husband, Elmer, Frances
Kappler Ganske and her husbands, Milton Kappler & Willie Ganske and Laura
Hosea; his brothers, Martin Bittner & his wife, Evelyn and Milton Bittner;
brothers-in-law, Marvin Fritsche and Leroy Goerlitz; sister-in-law, Gladys
Medack & her husband, Paul; niece, Cindy Goerlitz and a nephew, Leslie
Bittner. Monroe is survived by his wife of 56 years, Bernice Bittner of
Giddings; son and daughter-in-law, Larry & Carol Bittner of Giddings; daughter
and son-in-law, Cathy & Terry Harrel of Uvalde; four grandchildren, Carrie
Hinze & her husband, John of Northrup, Laurie Kasper & her husband, Kyle of
Giddings, Stacy Kessler & her husband, Jason of Giddings and Cody Harrel of
Uvalde; great grandson, Kaden Kasper of Giddings; step grandchildren,
Whitney & Travis; sister, Gladys Fritsche of Loebau; brothers-in-law, Herbert
Hosea of Giddings and Harley Goerlitz & his wife, Shirley of Giddings; sister-
in-law, Gerline Kieschnick & her husband, Floyd of Giddings as well as
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. Funeral services will be held
at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, May 27, 2013 at Martin Luther Lutheran Church in
Giddings with Rev. Jeremy Walloch officiating. Burial will follow in the Giddings
City Cemetery. Visitation will be held on Sunday, May 26, 2013 from 9:00 a.m.
until 9:00 p.m. and Monday, May 27, 2013 from 7:00 a.m. until 8:30 a.m. at
Phillips & Luckey Funeral Home in Giddings. The family will be present for
visitation Sunday evening from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Serving as
pallbearers are Daniel Fritsche, Ricky Fritsche, Corey Handrick, Cody Harrel,
John Hinze, Dennis Kappler, Kyle Kasper, and Jason Kessler. Monroe’s
honorary pallbearers are Travis Harrel, Carrie Hinze, Kaden Kasper, Laurie
Kasper, and Stacy Kessler. Memorials may be made to the Martin Luther
Lutheran Church General Fund, 573 North Main, Giddings, Texas 78942 or to
the charity of one’s choice.





Tribute Wall

CG

SB

LM

RK

DS

KR

Cheri Garner-Solomon - June 03, 2013 at 01:39 PM

Monroe John Bittner

Steve and Ann Broadus - May 27, 2013 at 09:34 AM

Monroe John Bittner

Lavonne Morrow - May 26, 2013 at 12:12 AM

Monroe John Bittner

Rudy & Jeanette Knippa - May 24, 2013 at 11:16 PM

Monroe John Bittner

Doug, Lisa & Jakob Schlemmer - May 24, 2013 at 11:01 PM
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Kenny & Andrea Ray - May 24, 2013 at 04:15 PM
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